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Start by looking at the big picture of  the book & then zoom in on the details. 
Take time to observe names, nouns, verbs, adjectives, comparisons & other 
clues needed to see what is & is not there.  Mt 13:16-17; 2 Ki 6:17; Ezra 7:10
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Intensify your observation by following your curiosity & freely exploring what 
interests you.  Focus your magnifying glass on the often overlooked clues like 
colors, trends, lists, key words, & pronouns. Heb 2:1; Acts 17:11; 1 Pet 1:10-12

Ask questions about the passage & ask God to help you understand His writings 
to both the original audience & you. Who? What? When? Where? Why? How?    
Acts 8:34; Jms 1:5; Lk 24:44-45. Tools: context, cross ref ’s, blueletterbible.org

HEED

Write down what the passage means & any insight you are learning because 
“thoughts disentangle themselves as they pass over lips & pencil tips” (L.Sanny). 
Eccl 12:10; Lk 1:3. Ex:The International Inductive Study Bible, Harvest House, 1993.

Share your understanding with others through discipleship & small groups.   
Be open to correction & continue to refine your interpretation of  the Bible. 
Acts 18:24-28; 1 Jn 1:1-4. Top Pick: Bible Knowledge Commentary, Walvoord/Zuck  

There is a difference between a forgetful hearer & a doer (James 1:25). To heed 
means to pay close attention with the result of  obedience. Keeping God’s Word 
separates the men from the boys. Heb 5:14; Jn 14:21; 1 Ths 2:13; Rev 1:3; 12:17
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