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2 CHRONICLES: God’s King in God’s House

by Ray C. Stedman

Tremendous riches are hidden away in the ne-
glected book of Second Chronicles. As First
Chronicles was al about King David, Second
Chronicles is all about the house of David. The
nation of Israel — the ten tribes in the north — is
viewed only asit relates to the kingdom of Judah in
the south. This book follows only the course of the
kings of Judah, the descendants of David. Both
First and Second Chronicles center on the temple,
distinguishing these two books from the paralle
historical passages recorded in Kings and Samuel.
This book gives us a picture of God's king walking
in the light of God's house. That is the secret of
blessing in the kingdom.

David and Solomon were both types of the
Lord Jesus, and together these two men, father and
son, picture Christ as king over his people. But
these books are also a picture of us as individuals.
As we find in Hebrews, Jesus is the pioneer of our
salvation (Heb 12:2). He is the one who has gone
the whole course ahead of us. The principles by
which he walked are therefore the principles by
which we are to walk. He lived his life as an ex-
ample. Of course, it isn't his example that saves
us; it is his death that saves us. But it is the ex-
ample of his life that teaches us the principles by
which God expects us to wak after we are re-
deemed. These books picture for us our own will
as king of our kingdom. The secret of blessing and
victory in the Chrigtian life is to subject the will to
the temple of God, which is the human spirit in-
dwelt by the Holy Spirit. These Old Testament
books, in exquisitely accurate pictures, show us

truths in the spiritual kingdom of our own lives.
This is one of the great proofs, if not the greatest
proof, of the divine inspiration of the Bible. How
could men write books that are as wonderfully ac-
curate as these in portraying the issues in the
spiritual life? It is smply impossible in the flesh.
It isthe mark of divine activity.

The first nine chapters of Second Chronicles all
center on the temple. The book opens with a visit
of Solomon to the tabernacle in the city of Gibeon.
The tabernacle, which had been the center of God's
guidance to the people al through the wilderness
journey, the days of the judges, the reigns of King
Saul and King David, was located in the city of
Gibeon. Solomon goes there to make an offering.
But the account isimmediately transferred from the
tabernacle to the temple site which David had
bought in Jerusalem.

This symbolizes the fact that when the Lord Je-
sus reigns as king in our life and we yield to his
lordship, then we no longer have arelationship with
the tabernacle which followed us in our up-and-
down experience. We are now walking in a more
permanent relationship in which God's king is rul-
ing and walking in the light of God's house. It was
in Jerusalem that God had placed his name.

The account goes on in the second chapter to
show how the temple was built by Solomon, though
planned and supplied for by David. It was Solo-
mon, as a type of Christ as the Prince of Peace,
who was given the honor of actually building the
temple. He thus represents the picture completed in
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the New Testament where the Lord Jesus himself is
the builder of the temple of the human spirit. Re-
member, in Hebrews, we are told that Moses had
honor in God's house as a servant but Christ had
more honor — just as the builder of a house has
more honor than the house itsdlf (cf, Heb 3:3-6).
Christ is the builder. He is the one who made the
temple of our body which contains the sanctuary of
the spirit.

This is pictured for us in the physical temple
described here. What a beautiful place it must
have been. It was small as temples go, but incom-
parably beautiful. The whole interior was com-
pletely lined with gold. Everything was made of
gold. Inone placein Second Chronicles it says that
silver was counted as nothing in the days of Solo-
mon {cf, 2Chr 9:20}. The furniture, except for
the ark of the covenant, was rebuilt completely. In
other words, this temple is a new beginning.

Many of us have experienced this when we in-
telligently, conscientioudy, and with permanent
intention, yielded ourselves to the lordship of Jesus
Christ. It was as though we had been born again.
It was a new beginning, wasn't it? This is why
certain groups fed there is a second work of grace.
It is such a glorious experience of release, of reief,
and of victory that they say it is redly something
new and different. It actualy isn't. Rather, it is
the fulfillment of al that was aready there in po-
tential. When | received the Lord Jesus, the Spirit
of God came to dwell in my life. But he may be
there for many months, or even years, before | enter
into the fullness of what that means by a willing
submission in obedience to the lordship of Christ.

Thisis what is depicted here in the new begin-
ning in the temple. All is remade except the ark of
the covenant — the guarantee of God needs no re-
newing.

The prayer of Solomon in Chapter 6 shows that
the temple was also made for the restoration of sin.
Whether the people were under circumstances of
spiritua failure or the punishment of captivity, they
were to remember that if they would pray in ear-
nestness — genuinely confessing their sin — God
would hear them, heal their hearts, and restore them
to their rightful place. When Solomon had finished
his prayer, while all the people waited outside in
the temple courts, fire came down from heaven and
consumed the sacrifice on the dtar. Immediately
the temple was filled with a cloud of glory so that
the priest could not enter. This was the sign that

God had accepted the offering and of the presence
of God in this house.

It isimmediately followed by an account of the
tremendous conquests and glory of the kingdom.
We have the account in Chapter 9 of the visit of the
Queen of Sheba to Solomon. Hollywood notwith-
standing, the account of the Queen of Sheba is a
wonderfully illustrative picture of how God in-
tended the whole of the earth to know the story of
his grace. Jews, in the days of Isragl, weren't sent
out into the whole world as we are commanded to
do now in the Great Commission (Matt 28:19-20).
God's grace was displayed by the building of a
land and a people and a place that was so won-
droudly blessed of God, so obvioudly different from
everyone around, that word of it spread to the ut-
termost parts of the earth. People came to Jerusa-
lem from all over the earth to hear and to learn the
secret of God's activity.

This is a picture for us of God's own supreme
method of evangelism. Every believer, wherever he
is in the world, is to be living this kind of life with
the Spirit of God inhabiting the temple and in con-
trol of the will. When believers are waking in
obedience to the indwelling Spirit, their liveswill so
manifest the victory, the rgjoicing, the blessing, the
prosperity, and the joy of the Lord that people
round about will ask, “What is there about these
people? | want to know what this is all about.”
When the Queen of Sheba came to Solomon, she
saw:

... the house that he had built, the food of
his table, the seating of his officials, and the
attendance of his servants, and their cloth-
ing, his cupbearers, and their clothing, and
his burnt offerings which he offered at the
house of theLord, {2 Chr 9:3b-4a RSV}

When she saw dl of this, “there was no more
spirit in her,” {2 Chr 9:4b RSV}. She said, “The
half was never told me. | never dreamed it could be
like this,” {cf, 2 Chr 9:5-6}.

Have you ever had Solomon's experience?
Have you ever had somebody say to you after
coming to know you intimately, “You know, there
is something about your life that drew me when |
first saw you. Now | have learned the secret of it.
In the inner place of your heart you are resting on
the gresat sacrifice of the Lord Jesus.” Thisis what
Peter says:
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but in your hearts reverence Christ as
Lord. Always be prepared to make a de-
fense to any one who calls you to account
for the hope that is in you, yet do it with
gentleness and reverence; {1 Pet 3:15 RSV}

Thisis God's method of evangelism.

Chapters 10 through 36 go on to give usthe re-
cord of the kings of Judah up to the time of the
captivity of this kingdom. Nine of them were good
kings and eleven were bad. Manasseh, who reigned
for fifty-five years on the throne of Judah, started
out as the worst king in Judah’'s history and ended
up as one of the best, as God reached him, re-
deemed him, and restored him.

As you read through these accounts, the bad
kings reveal the pattern of temptation and evil in a
disobedient heart. There is a declining standard
here:

It begins with the infiltration of evil into the
kingdom on a rather trivid level. Rehoboam,
the son of Solomon, in Chapter 10 was unwill-
ing to follow the good counsd of the wise men
of his kingdom. He asked the older men,
“What shall | do? How shall | treat the peo-
ple?” They said, “Your father was rather se-
vere with them. If you are more gentle and
more lenient, they will love you and serve you.”
But the young men advised him, “No, don’t do
that. If your father was strict, you be stricter.”
Rehoboam refused to follow the old men's
good counsdl. That isall hedid. Yet that was
the beginning of the evil that was in its final
stages to destroy this kingdom.

A little later, in Chapter 12, Verse 1, you will
find a further lowering of the standards:

When the rule of Rehoboam was
established and was strong, he for sook
thelaw of theLord, {2 Chr 12:1 RSV}

He turned a deaf ear to what God said. As
a result, the kingdom was invaded by the
Egyptians. The moment there is a turning
away from obedience to the rule of God in the
temple of God, there is an immediate weaken-
ing of the defenses of life, and the enemies
come. It was only by God's grace that the
Egyptians were turned back. When Rehoboam

Page 3

humbled himsdf and returned to God, the
Egyptians were repelled.

The next bad king, Jehoram, appears in Chap-
ter 21, Verse 4:

When Jehoram had ascended the
throne of his father and was estab-
lished, he slew all his brothers with the
sword, and also some of the princes of
Judah. {2 Chr 21:4 RSV}

Jealousy was next. First, there was the re-
fusal to give heed to good advice. Then a desf
ear was turned to the Law. Now, the spirit of
jealousy begins to assault the kingdom.

This is immediately followed, as we read in
Verse 11, by another downward step:

Moreover he made high places in
the hill country of Judah, and led the
inhabitants of Jerusalem into unfaith-
fulness, and made Judah go astray.
{2 Chr 12:11 RSV}

In one sense, the high places did not yet
represent idolatry. They were high hills where
the people of Israel worshipped Jehovah. The
problem was that that was not the place where
God had told them to worship Jehovah. He had
put his name in the temple and it was there that
they were to worship and offer sacrifice. They
were worshipping out on the hills because that
was where their neighbors and friends were
worshipping. They were simply down-grading
and reducing the true worship of Jehovah to a
lower level.

This, too, was quickly followed by inva-
sion and by disease. Asyou read, you find that
King Jehoram was immediately afflicted by an
invasion from the Philistines — representing the
desires of the flesh.

The next bad king is King Ahaz. In Chap-
ter 28, Verses 1-2, we read:

Ahaz was twenty years old when he
began to reign, and he reigned sixteen
yearsin Jerusalem. And he did not do
what was right in the eyes of the Lord,
like his father David, but walked in the
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ways of the kings of Israel. He even
made molten images for the Baals
{2 Chr 28:1-2 RSV}

Here is the actua introduction of vile, despi-
cable practices of idolatry which were primar-
ily sexua in nature. Israel was increasingly
afflicted by these practices. The kings were re-
sponsible for introducing them, as we read of
King Ahaz (Verses 3-4):

And he burned incense in the valley of
the son of Hinnom, and burned his sons
as an offering, according to the abomi-
nable practices of the nations whom the
Lord drove out before the people of Is-
rael. And he sacrificed and burned in-
cense on the high places, and on the
hills, and under every green tree
{2 Chr 28:3-4 RSV}

The pattern is the same. Again, this is fol-
lowed by invasion (Verse 5):

Therefore the Lord his God gave
him into the hand of the king of Syria,
who defeated him and took captive a
great number of his people ... {2Chr
28:5a RSV}

We sometimes wonder why we fall prey to so
many of the afflictions and oppressions — neuroses
and psychoses — of our day. It is because the de-
fenses of the temple are destroyed. Some inner
idolatry is weakening us and we find ourselves de-
fenseless against these invaders of the spirit that
bring us into depression, frustration, defeat, and
darkness. All the way through this book there is a
congtant battle against the flood of wicked practices
during the reign of these kings.

By contrast, the good kings reflect the grace of
God in cleansing and restoring and they also revea
the instruments that he uses. There are five great
reformations recorded in Israel as God seeks to
arrest this deteriorating process in the nation and
bring it back to the place of glory and blessing asin
the days of David and Solomon:

1. The first of these periods of reformation was
under King Asa found in Chapters14
through 16. In Chapter 14, Verses2-3, we
read:
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And Asa did what was good and right
in the eyes of the Lord his God. He
took away the foreign altars and the
high places, and broke down the pillars
and hewed down the Asherim, [The
sign of Asherim, a symbol of sex, ac-
tually signified the worship of the male
sex organ.] and commanded Judah to
seek the Lord, the God of their fathers,
and to keep the law and the command-
ment. {2 Chr 14:2-4 RSV}

This seeking is followed by deliverance,
(Verse 9):

Zerah the Ethiopian came out
against them with an army of a million
men [What an attack!] and three hun-
dred chariots, and came as far as
Mareshah. {2 Chr 14:9 RSV}

We may be put under pressure at times,
but if the heart is obedient to the revelation of
the Holy Spirit within the human spirit, the de-
fenses are secure against whatever may come.
As Isaiah says, “Thou dost keep him in perfect
peace, whose mind is stayed on thee, because
he trusts in thee,” (Isa 26:3 RSV). The prin-
ciple of power is clearly declared when Asa,
returning from the battle with the Ethiopians,
meets the prophet Oded (15:2):

And he [Oded] went out to meet Asa,
and said to him, “Hear me, Asa, and all
Judah and Benjamin: The Lord is with
you, while you are with him ...” {2 Chr
15:2a RSV}

Did you hear that?

“The Lord is with you, while you are
with him. If you seek him, he will be
found by you, but if you forsake him, he
will forsakeyou.” {2 Chr 15:2b RSV}

The forsaking is never that he gives you
over completely to be lost. He forsakes in the
sense of not providing any power, or victory, or
ability to walk. This is the same as the New
Testament teaches, isn't it? It declares that
Gad is fully available to you if you are pre-
pared to be fully available to him. Paul saysin
Philippians, “I press on to make it [the power
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of his resurrection] my own, because Christ Je-
sus has made me his own,” (Phil 3:12b RSV)
Or, “I long to be as fully available to him as he
is prepared to be available to me.” That is d-
ways the secret of rea power. This was de-
clared to King Asafor his benefit and for ours.

Each of these kings who leads a restoration
shows us a different principle of restoration. In
Asawe find the determination to obey the Law.
In Chapter 15, Verses 12-15:

And they entered into a covenant to
seek the Lord, the God of their fathers,
with all their heart and with all their
soul; and that whoever would not seek
the Lord, the God of Israel, should be
put to death, whether young or old,
man or woman. They took oath to the
Lord with a loud voice, and with
shouting, and with trumpets, and with
horns. And all Judah rejoiced over the
oath; for they had sworn with all their
heart, and had sought him with their
whole desire, and he was found by
them, and the Lord gave them rest
round about. {2 Chr 15:12-15 RSV}

Here is a heart that has awakened at last to
the fact that it had been drifting off into weak-
ness, into failure, into assault by the enemies,
into bondage and davery again. The way of
return is arenewa of the vow, arenewal of the
determination, a hunger and thirst for the Lord,
towak in hissight. And immediately thereisa
return to rest.

Then in the reign of King Jehoshaphat, the next
king on the throne of Judah, there is another
time of restoration after a time of falure. Je-
hoshaphat cleans out the idols of the land. In
Chapter 17, Verse 7-9, the second principle of
restoration, the ministry of teaching, is set
forth:

In thethird year of hisreign he sent his
princes, ... {2 Chr 17:7a RSV}

And they taught in Judah, having the
book of the law of the Lord with them;
they went about through all the cities of
Judah and taught among the people.
{2 Chr 17:9 RSV}
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That was the principle of this return — the
ministry of teaching, followed immediately by
deliverance. Look at Verse 10:

And the fear of the Lord fell upon
all the kingdoms of the lands that were
round about Judah, and they made no
war against Jehoshaphat. {2 Chr 17:10
RSV}

Later, however, Jehoshaphat in weakness
makes an dliance with Israel and there is an
invasion from Ammon, Moab, and Edom — all
types of the flesh. But God delivers him in a
wonderful way.

It would be well worth your time to read
this carefully. God says you don't have to
fight these enemies of the flesh. Don't try to
subdue with your will power al these evil de-
sires — of hitterness, jealousy, revenge, and lust
— all the fedlings within yourself. Don't try to
fight them. God says, “Believe. That is the
way of victory. You are not capable, in your-
self, of defeating these things.” Instead, “ Stand
till and you will see the deliverance of God.”

So God fought for them and these enemies
were defeated. In Chapter 20, Verse 24:

When Judah came to the watch-
tower of the wilderness, they looked
toward the multitude; and behold, they
were dead bodies lying on the ground,;
none had escaped. {2 Chr 20:24 RSV}

Believe what God has done to the flesh in
the cross of Christ. We do not have to fight the
flesh. Nail it to his cross, rendering it abso-
lutely worthless. When we believe and act on
that principle, these things disappear. Even if
they come back again five minutes later, they
can always be overcome by this principle.

In King Joash, Chapters 23 and 24, you have
the third principle of restoration. The third
restoration of Israel was by the collection of
taxeson al things. Chapter 24:4-5, tells us:

After this Joash decided to restore
the house of the Lord. And he gathered
the priests and the Levites, and said to
them, “Go out to the cities of Judah,
and gather from all Israel money tore-
pair the house of your God from year to
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year; and see that you hasten the mat-
ter.” {2 Chr 24:4-5a RSV}

Here is something that had been neglected.
No one had been paying the costs for repairing
the temple, so it had fallen into such disrepair
that the doors were actualy shut. No sacrifice
was being offered in the temple at al. Joash,
realizing this, gathered in money to restore the
temple.

Now, if the temple is the spirit, the restor-
ing and repairing of it is a picture of the
strengthening of the spirit. How? By what we
cal redtitution — the paying of that which is
owed. It may be an apology to someone, or the
restoring of something wrongfully taken, or the
putting back of something that has been wrong-
fully used. No matter what it may be, thisis
the principle of return and restitution.

4. Thenin Hezekiah'sreign is the fourth principle
of restoration, in Chapters 29 through 32 — the
cleansing of the temple. When Hezekiah came
to the throne, the nation had fallen on such ter-
ribly evil days that the temple had actualy
been filled with rubbish and filth. There was
garbage throughout all the courts. Hezekiah
set the people to cleaning the temple. They
started carrying out the rubbish and it took
them sixteen days, so much had accumulated.
At last, when the temple was clean, they re-
stored the worship and celebrated the Passover
for the first time since the days of Solomon.

What does this picture? It is the cleansing
of the temple of our spirit, the putting away of
the filth that has accumulated, the turning away
from ideas and concepts to which we have
given ourselves, and the turning back to the
worship and the cleansing of the Lord.

5. Then in Josiah, the last good king of Judah,
you find the last principle of restoration. When
Josiah came to the throne, the temple had fallen
into complete disuse again. He set the people
to cleaning it up and in Chapter 34, Verse 14,
we read:

While they were bringing out the
money that had been brought into the
house of the Lord, Hilkiah the priest
found the book of the law of the Lord

given through Moses.
RSV}

{2Chr 34:14

This sounds incredible, but the people had
actualy forgotten that there was a copy of the
Law of Moses in the temple. It had been so
neglected in the land that it had been totaly
forgotten. When the priests went through the
temple to clean it, they accidentally found the
Law of the Lord, brought it to the king, and
read it to him (34:19):

When the king heard the words of
the law he rent his clothes. {2 Chr
34:19 RSV}

He commanded the men around him to in-
quire of the Lord what he should do. In
Verses 29-31a, we are told:

The king sent and gathered to-
gether all the elders of Judah and Jeru-
salem. And the king went up to the
house of the Lord, with all the men of
Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem
and the priests and the Levites, all the
people both great and small; and he
read in their hearing all the words of
the book of the covenant which had
been found in the house of the Lord.
And the king stood in his place and
made a covenant before the Lord, to
walk after the Lord and to keep his
commandments ... {2 Chr 34:29-31a
RSV}

So the last principle of restoration is that of
areturn to the hearing of the word.

But the people had gone along way down. The
patience of God was ended. The last chapter gives
us the account of the terible, dark days when
Nebuchadnezzar took the city captive and set a
puppet king upon the throne, who rebelled against
him. Then Nebuchadnezzar set his brother on the
throne, until at last he came to destroy both the re-
bellious city and the temple with fire.

Now go back for a moment to the early chap-
ters and look again at that wonderful scene when
Solomon, in all his royal robes of glory, is kneeling
before the people and praying to the God of heaven.
The whole kingdom is a peace. Solomon is reign-
ing over the uttermost limits of the kingdom prom-
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ised to Abraham, from the River Euphrates clear
down to the River Egypt. All the peoples around
him are at peace and the fame of this kingdom has
gone out to the ends of the earth. People were ac-
tually making pilgrimages to the city of Jerusalem
to see the glory of God. The fire of God comes
down from heaven and the glory of God fills the
whole of the temple like a cloud — what a marvel-
ous sight. Then think of this final scene, with the

temple lying in ruins, the city destroyed, the people
slaves and bondservants in a foreign country, and
the whole of the land given over to its enemies.

This is the picture that God draws for us of
what can happen when the heart walks in disobedi-
ence. Yet God's patience is vishble in the whole
story of this book — how he intervenes, again and
again, to call his people back.
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