HOW TO STUDY THE BIBLE
KEY MEN’S INVITATIONAL 2010

WELCOME
Personal Bible Study is a for-profit enterprise. Like any worthwhile venture, it requires careful
planning and good execution to achieve good results.
Have you completed an in-depth Bible Study on your own?
What motivated you to do it?
What do you want to learn about this subject? Keep this in mind as we proceed.

The only rule in force today is...ASK QUESTIONS! Someone in the room probably has the
answer.

WORKSHOP OUTLINE

1. SOME BASIC TRUTHS
The hidden life- Bible our authority, our profit, our delight- a hunger for righteousness

2. A GOOD FOUNDATION
Original investigation- written reproduction- systematic- transmittable- applicable to life

3. VERSE ANALYSIS BIBLE STUDY
Study of a single verse with reference to its immediate context- four elements of Bible study

4. CHAPTER ANALYSIS BIBLE STUDY
The careful examination of a chapter or passage- the ten great subjects in the Bible

5. SCRIPTURE INTERPRETATION
Formality- practicality- word meanings- the Bible speaks for itself- grammatical rules

6. HELPFUL BOOKS
The basic library- reference works- books to grow on

“Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly
dividing the word of truth” 11 TIMOTHY 2:15 NKJ
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A PICTURE OF THE MAN OF GOD

Seen in PSALM 1:1-3 JEREMIAH 17:7,8

The Whole Picture His Qualities His Actions
‘FRUIT-BEARING’- the creative Yields profit in the
result of obedience to Biblical Truth | Kingdom
VISIBLE
“Nor will cease from yielding fruit” | “Whatever he does shall
prosper”
;* ‘WALKING’- obedience to Biblical | Flourishes in adversity
i Truth
w2
Z. “His leaf shall be green” “Will not fear when heat
m comes”
—~
Z
HIDDEN
‘ABIDING’- intake of Biblical Delights in the Word
Truth
“A tree planted by the waters, which | “In His Law he
spreads its roots by the river” meditates day and
night”

“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be filled.” MATTHEW 5:6 NKJ
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GETTING STARTED- FIVE

PRINCIPLES OF BIBLE STUDY

1. You must do original investigation.

2. Have written reproduction.

3. Strive for consistency.

4. Refine your method then stick with it.

5. You must apply what you have learned to your life.

“And He opened their understanding, that they might comprehend the Scriptures.” LUKE 24:45 NKJ
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11 thoughts of »', and not of evil, to
80: 5 of trembling, of fear, and not ofp".
38: 8 the abundance of »" and truth.
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43:12 he shall go forth from thence inp. o
La 8:17 removed my soul far off from 0

7:26 the; all seek dp and there shall
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48: 27 the altar, and your ' offerings; 8002
burnt offering, and for p* offerings, **
urnt oﬂering. and the D ofrerings.
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Ob '1 men that wereatp’with thes have7985
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19 therefore ove the truth and o',
9: 10 he shall speak p’ unto the hee.then
2: " b covenant...with him of life and »°;
8 he walked with me in p* and e uity.
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I am come to send p on sart]
84 I came not to send p°, but a word.
81 because they should hold theit 14628
But Jesus held his p°. And the high*
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10: 5 enter, first say, 2 8 house
6 And if theson of p° be there. your !
8 ourp shall rest o‘fon it: if not, it s
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14: 4 And they held theirp'. Andhe 2270
32 and desireth conditions of ", 1515
18: 89 him, that he should hold hisp': 4623
i9: 88% in heaven,... g oryin the highest.1515
these shoul hold their the 4628
42 thin unbo 1515
answer. an their p 2

20. 26 at held 4601
6 saith unto them, unto you. 1515
fohl(- 27 P* 1leave with you, mﬁg Igive
16: 88 you, that in me ye mi have '
20: 19 saith unto them, P* be unto you.
21 Jesustothem again, P' beun you-
the midst, and said, P’ be unto you..;
Ap 10: 86 g a.ehingp by Jesus Christ:
11:18 eldt eirp.&nd glorified God,
12:17 with ha.n to hold theirp’,
20 des: cause thelr country 1515
15: 18 after they*had. held heirp James,601
88 were let go in p’ from the rethren1515
18: 86 now therefore depart, and
18' 9 but speak, and hold not th g p‘ : 4628
Bo "1: 7 Grace toyouandp from God our 1515
2:10 But zlory. honour. and 7', toevery
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14:17 but t.eousness and 9’ and; 5

19 after which make orp', i

15:18 you with a.ll éoy andzz in belie s
ow the G th you
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MAIN CONCORDANCE.

1Co 1 : 8 Gracebeunto ou. andg’, from God 1515
7:15 cases: but God hath called uston
14: 80 sitteth by, let the first hold his "’1.601
83 the author of confusion, but o p 1515
16: 11 but conduet him forth in p’, thet he*
2Co 1: 2toyouandp’ from God our Fa.ther.
18:11 comfort, be of one mind, live in p*;1518
11 of love and »* shall be with you. 1515
1: 8Gracebeto i_gou and p* from God
5:22 the fruit of the Spirit is lov e. joy, D!
6:16 1’ be on them, and merey,
Eph 1. 2 Grace be to you, and
4 For he is our p’, who hath ma.de o
16 twain one new man, 8o making o
17 preached " to ¥ou which were af ar
4: 3 unity of the Spirit in the bond of p‘. o
e- 15 the preparation of the gosgel ofp'y
23 P* be to the brethren, and love 1e
Ph'p 1- 2 Grace be unto you, andp’, from God
7 the o’ of God, which passeth all
9 and the God otp shall be with you.“
Col 1: 2 Grace beunto you, and ', from God*"
20 madep’ through the blood ot his 1517
8:15 the p* of God rule in your hearts, 1515
1: 1 Graee be unto you, andp’, from God:’
5: 8 when they shall say, P"andsafety; *
18 And be at »° a.mong yourselves. 1518
23 And the very God of sa.ncnfy you1sis
1: 2 Grace unto you. and ', from God
8:16 the Lord of p’ hlmselt %ve youp'
i: 2 mercy, and p’, irom God our Father!
1: 2 mercy,and p’, from God the Father!’
2:22 nghteousness. faith, charity,
Tit 1: 4 mercy, and p’, from God the a.ther“
Ph'm 3 Graceto you end p°, from God our*
Heb 7: 2 Kmﬁ of Salerm, which i is, King of '3,
11:81 she had received the spies with p°.
12:14 Follow &7 all men, and o
13:20 the God of p’, that brought again **
Jas 2:16 Departinp’, ‘be yo warmed and s
3 18 is sown in p° of them that make p*. *
1Pe Christ: Grace unto you, and ", 5
3 11 %ood let him seek p’, and ensue xt
5:14 P’ be with vou all that are in Chnst‘
1: 2 Grace andp be multiplied unto
3:14 that ye may be found of him inp,
3 Grace be with you, mercy, and » o
14 P" be to thee. Our friends sa.lute
2you, and p', and love, be multiplied."
1: 4 Grace be untoyou,and p’, from him **
8: 4thereon to takep® from the earth, *
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Tsa 82:18 shall dwell in a. p° ha) ltatlon. and 79656
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o unto himse 1£,%
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Pe
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10h 3:18 Malchiram aiso, and ', and
19 the sons of P’ were, Zerubha.bel.
27:20 of Manasseh Joel the son of P’:
No 38:25 After him P' the son of Paros
8: 4 on his left hand, P, and Mishagl,
11: 7 the son of Joed, the son of P', the
18:138 the scribe, and of the Levites, P':

777

383:

digrees
%eu 1:18 they declared theirp® after their 8205
K;led See also PILLED. -
18: 2 to s. nation scattered andp toa %4178
1o scattered and p', and * *
Eze 29: 18 b&ld. and every shoulder w&sp 14808
pesp See also PEEPED.
Isa 8:19 and unfo wizards that p’, and that*6s50
eeped
a 10:14 wing, or opened the mouth, or »°. ¥6850
Pekah (pel-kah)
2Ki 15: 25 But P the son of Remaliah, a
27 P' the son of Remaliah hegan to
29 In the days of P* king of Israel
30 made a conspiracy against P the
81 And the rest of the acts of P, and

82 In the second year of P’ the son of **
37 Syria, and P’ the son of Remaliah, *

8492

3
@
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i6: n the seventeenth year of P' the
5 P’ son of Remaliah king of Israel
20h28: 6 For P’ the son of Remaliah slew in
Isa 7. 1 P the son of Remaliah, king of
Pe ve-ka-hi'- e
2Ki15: 22 P his son re %Xiled in hig stead. 6494
23 P° the son of Menahem beganio '
26 And the rest of the acts of P’, and *
Pokod (pe'-kod)

Jer 50:21 and against the inhabitants of P 16489
Eze 23:23 all the Chaldeans, P, and Shoa,
Pelaiah (pel-a-il-ah)
1Ch 8:24and Eha.shib, and P°, and A.kkub. 8411
e _8: 7 P, and the Levites, caused £
10: 10 Shebaniah, Hodijah, Kelita, P' €

Pelaliah (pel-a-li'-ah)
Ne 11:12 the son of Jeroham, the son of P’, 6421

elaﬁah el-a-ti'-ah)
o sons of
142 having for their capta.
Ne 10:22 P’, Hanan, Ana
Eze1l: 1 and P the son ot Benaia.h,
8 that P* the son of Benai
Peoleg (pe'-Zea) See also PHALEG.
Ge 10:25 two song: thename of one wa.s P-16389
T12 16 four and thirty vears, an %a P’
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P, and
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19 7 5 Iived after he begat Reu 5

1Ch 1: 19 sons: the name of the one was .P“ '_':
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1Ch 2147 Gesham, and P, and Ephah. and 6404
i12: 8 and P, the sons ‘of Azmaveth
Pel e'-leth)

%e%s. (’i and On. the son of P*, sons of
1Ch 2:33the sons of J onathan: P, and
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§ etlntgg b(gt% t?le Chel‘ethites a.nd the P°; 8432

o451
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23 the Cheret ites a.nd over e Py
1Ki 1: 38 and the P

went d own and ca.used s
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iCh 11:27 the Harorite, Helez the P*
36 the Mecherathite, Ahijah the P°,
gm See also PENENIFE.
5:14 they that handle the tﬁ ofthe  *7826
an ironp 5842
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r 8: 8it;thep’ of the scribes is in vain. 6
e lg: 1 'l]’udah written with a p° of iron, e

27:10 seventh month was Helez the P
J 0b.19: 24 they were raven wi el
Isa 8: 1roll, and write init with aman’sp 2747
8Jo 13 with ink and 9* write unto thee. 2563

{Ie% 18: 23 which owed him an hundred 11530
Mr 14: b for more than three hundred i
e e e O e thezgi «
S e took ou
.T oh 12: 5 ointmentsoid for three‘fmndred .3
oniel (pe-ni'-el) See also
Ge 82: .!3% called the name of the plaae P
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: e of the other P*: 6444
e a%?i the Ift'in%s ildren, but Ha. et
i oﬂered. he gave to £ his “

ger 86:28 lea.ves. he cut it with the p', and 8593
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ﬁ’t 2 with the labourers for & p° & day, 31320
9 hour, they received every man .t

e received every man
18 not thou agree with me for a.p ? t o

6439
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GREEK

2442, iPBopos MEbASMSS, hel/-dom-os; ordinal
from z027; seventh;—seventh.

1443. "ERép ED¥r, eb-er’; of Heb, or. [5677]; Eber,
2 patriarch:—Eber.

44, ‘Efpaikds Hsbraikds, heb-rah-eekos';
from rg¢7; Hebraic or the Jewish language:—
Hebrew.

1445, “Efputos BUSbraiss, heb-rah’-yos; from
1443, & Hebreean (i.e. Hebrew) or Jew:—Hebrew.

2446. ‘Efpals Eisbrafs, heb-rah-is’; from reg:
ke Hebraistic (i.e. Hebrew) or Jewish (Chaldee) lan-
guage:—Hebrew.

4447, “Efpoiorl Hisbralsti, heb-rah-is-iee’;
from r4¢6; Hebraistically or in the Jewish (Chaldee)
language:—in (the) Hebrew (tongue).

1448, dyyllo Sgglzd, eng-id’'-zo; from 1457 to
make near, ie. (reﬂex.) approach:—approach, be at
Band, come (draw) near, be (come, draw) nigh.

£349. yypbdo sggraphs, eng-graf-o; from ry2z
ind 17257 t0 *‘ engrave”, i.e, inscriber—write (in).
450, Eyyvos Egguds, eng’-goo-0s; from ryzz and
viov guidn (a limb); pledged (as if articulated by
£ member), i.e. & bondsman:—eurety.

451, &yybe Sggus, eng-goos’; from a prim. verb
“!X" agehd (to sgueeze or throttle; akin to the
fase of 43); near (lit. or fig., of place or time):—from,
it hand, near, nigh (at hand, unto), ready.

452, &yyirepov Sggutdrdm, eng-goo’-fer-on;
geut. of the comp. of r¢57; nearer:—nearer,

8853, dyelpw 3gdirs, eg-i'-ro; prob. akin to the
Base of 58 (through the idea of collecting one'’s facul-
Bes); to waken (trans. or intrans.), ie. rouse (lit.
[zom sleep, from sitting or lying, from disease, from
f=ath; or fig. from obscurity, inactivity, ruins, non-
existence):—awake, lift (up), raise (again, up), rear

&, (a-) rise (again, up), stand, take up.

£854. &yepos Bgdrsis, eg’-er-sis; from zr459; are-
mrgence (from death):—resurrection,

£855. &yrdBeros Sgkathdtds, eng-kath’-et-os;
Zom 772z and a der. of 252¢; subinduced, i.e. surrep-
Rtously suborned as 8 Her-in-wait:—spy,

£556. &yrkalvia  sgkainia, eng-kah’ee-nee-ah;
g=ut, plur. of a presumed comp. from 7722 and 2577,
[mnovatives, i.e. (8pec.) renewal (of religious services
iter the Antlochian interruption):—dedication,

H57. dyrawlle sgkalnizd, eng-kahee-nid’-zo;
Fom rg56; to renew, ie. inaugurate:—consecrate,
fedicate.

£58. &yxaldo 3gkalss, eng-kal-eh’-o; from ryzz
=d 2564; to call in (a8 & debt or demand), i.e. bring
s account (charge, cri: e, ete.): , call in
fuestion, implead, lay to the charge.

259, &yrarodelre Sgkataldipd, eng-kat-al-v-
po; from 1722 and 264r; to leave behind in some place,
L2 (in a good sense) let remain over, or (in & bad
pme) to desert.—forzake, leave.

160, Eyrarowée Sgkatdikss, engkat-oy-keh’-0;
from 7722 and z730; to seitle down in a place, i.e. re-
gde:—dwell among.

461, &yrevrplie sgkantrizs, eng-ken-trid'-zo;
from 7722 and a der. of z759; to prick in, Le. in-
groft:—grafl in (-to).

162, Ey\npe sgkléma, eng-klay-mah; from
w8, an accusation, i.e. offence alleged:—crime laid
azainst, laid to charge,

1363, &yropféopor Sgksmbismal, eng-kom-
5/-om-ahee; mid. from 7722 and kopBéo LIMbSS
% gird); to engirdle oneself (for labor), ie. fig. (the
iEpron being a badge of servitude) to wear (in token
of mutual deference):—be clothed with.

164, &yxoml) gkips, eng-kop-ay’; trom 145} &
&indrance:— X hinder.

1465. &ynbémro Igkdpts, eng-kop’-to; from ryze
and 2875; to cut into, L.e, (Bg.) impede, detain:~hin-
ider, be tedious unto,

1466, &yxpbran sgkratéla, eng-krat’-i-ah; from
1¢58; self-conirol (espec. continence):—temperance.
1467, &yrpurciopmr Sgkratdudmal, englrai.
00’ om-ahee; mid, from r1458; to exercise self-re-

DICTIONARY OF THE NEW TESTAMENT.

siraint (in diet and chastity):;—can ([-not]) contain, be
temperate.

1468. &yrpatfis sgkratss, eng-krai-ace’; from
1722 and 2go¢; strong in a thing (masterful), ie. (fig.
and reflex.) self-controlled (in appetite, etc.):—tem-
perate.

1469. Yynplve Sgkrind, eng-kree’-no; from 72z
and 2979; to judge in, i.e. couni among:—malke of the
number.

1470. ¥yxpinTe Skgruptd, eng-iroop’-fo; from
7722 and 2928; to conceal in, i.e, incorporate with:—
hid in.

1471, &yxvos ¥gluds, eng'koo-0s; from r7zz and

adv. | the base of 2949; swelling inside, l.e. pregnant:—

great with child.
1472. &yxple sgehrid, engkhree-o; from 1722
and 55¢8; to rub in (ofl), i.e. besmear:—anoint,
1478. &y &gd, eg-o’; a prim. pron. of the first
pers. I (only expressed when emphatic):—I, me. For
the other cases and the plur. ses 169z, 7698, 1700, 2245,
2249, 225¢, 2257, ete.
1474. Badlle saaphizd, ed-of-id/-z0; from rgys;
to raze;—lay even with the ground.
1475, ESados sdaphds, ed-af-0s; from the base
of 1476, a basis (bottom), i.e, the soél;—ground.
1476. éBpatos h&drailds, hed-rah’-yos; from a
der. of éopar hizdmali (to sif); sedeniary, i.e. (by
impl) immovable:—settled, stedfast.
1477. é8palopa hidraidmea, hed-rah’-yo-mah;
from a der. of rg6; a support, ie. (fig.) basis:—
ground.
1478. "Efexlas Hzskias, ed-zek-ce’-as; of Heb.
or. [2896]; Ezekias (i.e. Hezekiah), an Isr,:—Ezekias.
1479, Wehobpnorele sthilsthreskiia, eth-el-
oth-race-ki'-ah; from 2309 and 2356; voluntary (arbi-
trary and unwarranted) piety, Le. sanctimony:—
will worship.

08w $thals. See 2700
1/80. ¥llw &thizs, eth-id’-20; from rg%; to ac-
custom, i.e, (neut. pass. part.) customary:—custom.
1/81. Wvépxns &thnarchés, eth-nar-khace;
from 7484 and 746; the governor [not king] of a dis-
trict:—ethnarch,
1/82. Wvikés Ethnikds, eth-neekos’; from rgsy;
national (*ethnic®), i.e. (spec.) & Gentile:—heathen
(man).
1488, ¥vueds Sthnikss, eth-nee-koce’; adv. from
1482; as a Gentile;—after the manner of Gentiles.
1484, &Bvos sthnds, eth’-nos; prob. from r456; &
race (as of the same habif), i.e. a iribe; spec.a for-
eign (non-Jewish) one (usually by impl. pagan):—
Gentile, heathen, nation, people.
1/85. &os sthos, eth’-0s; from z48; & usage (pre-
scribed by habit or law);—custom, manner, be wont.
1486. ¥ $thd, eth’-o; a prim. verb: to be used
(by habit or conventionality); neut. perf. part.
usage:—be custom (manner, wont).
1487. el &1, i; a prim. particle of conditionality; if,
whether, that, etc.:—forasmuch as, if, that, ([al-])
though, whether. Often used in connection or com-
position with other particles, espec. as in 748, repo,
1499, 1508, 7509, I512, I573, 1536, 1537. See slso 7437.
1488. el &1, i; second pers. sing. pres. of z570; thou
art:—art, be.
1489, elye &1g®, !-gheh; -trom 1487 and r065; if in-
deed, seeing that, unless, (with neg.) otherwise:—if
(8o be that, yet).
1490. <t 8¢ pfi(ye) 81 @8 ma(gd), ¢ deh may'-
(gheh); from z487, rr6r and z36r (sometimes with zo65
added); dui ¥f nof:—(or) else, if (not, otherwise),
otherwise.
1491. cl8os &1dds, "-dos, from rgz; a view, le.
form (lit. or fig.):—appearance, fashion, shape, sight.
1492. 8w &1a3, ¥-do; a prim. verb; used only in
certain past tenses, the others being borrowed from
the equiv. 7700 and 7708; prop. to see (lit. or fig.); by
impl. (In the perf. only) to know:—be aware, behold,
X can (4 not tell), consider, (have) know (-ledge),
look (on), perceive, see, be sure, tell, understand,
wist, wot. Comp. 3700.

Dece
Iraynopoyos
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1498. ¢i8whelov 8151818, i-do-li'-on; neut. of &
presumed der. of 7497; an image-fane;—idol's temple.
1494. elBwhdburoy sid@slsthutdn, i-do-loth’-oo-
ton; neut. of a comp. of 7297 and & presumed der. of
238, an image-sacrifice, i.e. part of an idolatrous
offering:—(meat, thing that is) offered (in sacrifice,
sacrificed) to (unto) idols.
1495. elBwhohaTpela 3id5151atraia, i-do-lolat-
r/~-ah; from z497 and 2g99; image-worship (lit. or
fig.):—idolatry.
1456. cldwloNdrpns SidSlslatres, i-do-lolai'-
race; from zgg7 and the base of jo00; an image- (ser-
vant or) worshipper (lit. or fig,):—idolater.
1497. Bwhov &idsldm, i'-do-lon; from zgr; an
image (i.e. for worship); by impl. a heathen god, or
(plur.) the worship of such:—idol.
1498. dmv &iem, #-ane; optative (ie. Eng. sub-
junctive) pres. of 7570 (includ. the other pers.); might
(could, would or should) be:—mean, 4 perish, should
be, was, were.
1499. & ral 81 kal, i kahee; from 157 and 2552;
if also (or even):—if (that), though.
1500. elxf} &1k8, i-kay’; prob. from 502 (through
the idea of failure); idly, ie. without reason (or
effect);—without & cause, (in) vain (-ly).
1501. elxoot &ikdsi, i’-kos-ee; of uncert. afin.; a
score:—twenty.
1502. elxe &ikd, i'-ko; appar. & prim, verb; pmp.
to be weak, i.e. yield;—give place.
1508. elxo $1k3, i'-ko; appar. a prim, verb [perh.
alkin to r502 through the idea of faininess as a copyl;
to resemble;—be like,
1504, eledy S1kdm, i-kone'; from r503; a likeness,
ie. (lit.) siatue, profile, or (fig.) represeniation, re-
semblance:—image.
1505. ethkplvera  Siltkrinéta, i-lik-ree’-ni-ah;
from s506; clearness, i.e. (by impl) purity (8g.):—
sincerity.
1506. ethkpwis $ilikrings, i-lik-ree-nace’; from
GWQ hé&il8é (the sun’s ray) and 2gz9; judged by sun-
light, i.e. tested as genuine (fig.):—pure, sincere.
1507, ei\locow hEilissd, hi-lis-so; a prol. form of
& prim. but defective verb ¢Aw h&115 (of the same
mean.); to coil or wrap;—roll together. See also
1667.
1508. & ph ¥1 m8, i may; trom 487 and 33617 if
not;—but, except (that), if not, more than, save (only)
that, saving, till.
1509. €l phf Tv &1 ms t, ¢ may tee; from r508
and the neut. of 5700, if not somewhat:—exeept.
1570. elul simd, i-mee’; first pers. sing. pres. in-
dic.; a prol. form of a prim. and defective verb; I
exist (used only when emphatic):—am, have been,
X it is I, was. See also 7488, 71498, 1511, 1527, 2258,
2071, 2070, 2075, 2076, 2771, 2468, 5600.
1511. elvas &inat, "-nahee; pres. infin. from z510;
to exist:—am, are, come, is, X lust after, xplease
well, there is, to be, was,

elvekey h3inskdm, See 7752,
1512, & wep &1 p&r, i per; from rgSy and gooy; if
perhaps:—if so be (that), seeing, though.
1518. € wus &1 pds. i poce; from 7457 and 2458; if
somehow:—if by any means,
1514, elpqvedo Sireméud, i-raneyoo’-o; from
1515; to be (act) peaceful:—be at (have, live in) peace,
live peaceably.
1515. elpfivy $irémd, i-ray’-nay; prob. from a
prim, verb €lpw 3ird (to join); peace (it. or fig.);
by impl. prosperity:—one, peace, quietness, rest,
+ set at one again.
1516. elpnvikés Sirémilkds, i-ray-nee-kos’; from
1515 pacific; by impl. salutary:—peaceable.
1517, elpnyvoworée &irémndpoiss, i-ray-nop-oy-
eh’-0; from 1518; to be a peace-maker, i.e. (fig.)to
harmonize:—make peace.
1518, elpnvomwords Sirémdpsids, i-ray-nop-oy-08';
from 1515 and wbo; pacificatory, i.e. (subj.) peace-
able;—peacemaker.

lpo &irs. Bee 1515, 449, 5346
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HOW TO STUDY THE BIBLE
KEY MEN’S INVITATIONAL 2010

THE TEN GREAT TOPICS OF THE BIBLE

10.

As you work on a passage of Scripture be on the alert for any teaching that throws light on any of
these topics. Make a note of it!

By wisdom a house is built. Through understanding it is established. Through knowledge its rooms are
filled with rare and beautiful treasures. PROVERBS 24:34 KJV



HOW TO STUDY THE BIBLE
KEY MEN’S INVITATIONAL 2010

PRACTICAL RULES FOR
BIBLE INTERPRETATION

Each Christian has the right and responsibility to investigate and interpret the Word of God for
himself. Observing rules of interpretation will keep us from much foolishness or outright error.

This is not a complete list. See Henrichsen and Jackson (Zondervan,1990), and Sproul (IVP,1977).

1. The Bible is authoritative; it is the inspired Word of God.
In terms of Authority, the Bible is the final “court of appeal” for the Christian. The Bible
is authoritative over Tradition, Reason, and Personal Experience.

2. Scripture is the best interpreter of Scripture.
No part of Scripture can be interpreted in such a way as to render it in conflict with what is
clearly taught elsewhere in Scripture.

3. Scripture has only one meaning and should be taken literally.
The plain sense of a passage should always be used unless otherwise clearly stated in the
text itself.

4. Interpret a passage in harmony with its context.
A passage under study must be interpreted as a part of the material surrounding it, as a
part of the whole book, and even as a part of the entire Bible.

5. Determine carefully the meaning of words.
A. Words in the Bible should always be defined according to their customary usage at the
time of writing. A lexicon is to be consulted for this purpose.
B. Some words have multiple meanings; only the context can determine the particular
meaning of a word.

“For whatever things were written in earlier times were written for our learning, that we
through the patience and comfort of the Scriptures might have hope.” ROMANS 15:4 NKJ



HOW TO STUDY THE BIBLE
KEY MEN’S INVITATIONAL 2010

BUILDING YOUR BIBLE
STUDY LIBRARY

We are blessed with availability of many fine tools.

ESSENTIAL

1

A BIBLE without notes or commentary:
New American Standard
New King James
New International Version
Any other literal, conservative, translation you may favor

2. REFERENCE MATERIAL
Strong’s Concordance with Hebrew and Greek Dictionaries, 1890 (KJV, NIV, NASB)
Young’s Analytical Concordance with Subject Guide (Thomas Nelson, 1982)
3. BOOK ON BIBLE STUDY METHODS
Studying, Interpreting, and Applying the Bible by Walter Henrichsen and
Gayle Jackson (Zondervan, 1990)
4. COMMENTARY for use after study as a check on your conclusions
Commentary on the Whole Bible by Jameison, Fausset and Brown, 1871
(Zondervan, revised1961)
3. A NOTEBOOK
6. A DICTIONARY
HELPFUL
1. SPECIALTY BIBLES
The Amplified Bible (Zondervan, 1965)
Parallel New Testament in Greek and English (Zondervan, 1975)
You should be able to find one that includes your chosen translation.
2, REFERENCE MATERIAL
Pictorial Encyclopedia of the Bible (5 volumes, Zondervan, (1975, 1976)
3 FURTHER BOOKS ON BIBLE STUDY
The Inner Life by Andrew Murray (Whitaker, 1984, ISBN:0-88368-138-2)
Profiting from the Word by A. W. Pink (Banner of Truth, 2007)
30 Days to Understanding the Bible by Max E. Anders
(Wolgemuth and Hyatt, 1988, 1990 ed.)
The Canon of Scripture by F. F. Bruce (InterVarsity Press, 1988)
ADVANCED

1.

REFERENCE MATERIAL
Word Pictures in the New Testament by A.T. Robertson (6 volumes, Baker, 1930)
Elemental Theology by Emery H. Bancroft (Zondervan, 1932, 4™ edition1977)

“His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness through our knowledge of him who
called us by his own glory and goodness.” 11 Peter 1:3 NIV
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